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Two years later Margaret King, the eldest daughter of his sister Elizabeth, was married in Edinburgh to the distinguished physical chemist Dr J. H. Gladstone, F.R.S. The whole of the Thomson family went over for the wedding, and after the event they had a delightful little tour through the Highlands.
During the session 1867—8 Professors Thomson and Purser were much interested in watching the progress of Dr Andrews' far-reaching researches into the different states of matter; the following letter from his brother, then Sir William Thomson, shows that he too watched the development with keen interest.
"LA.RGS, Friday^ Mar, 4/70.
MY DEAR JAMES,
...You may tell Dr Andrews that I have four different reasons for knowing that molecules of water, glass, etc. cannot be less in linear dimensions than about one 1000th of a wave
length of light: or say about ^—ryrG of a centimetre:  or that
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there cannot be more than about 16 x 1021 molecules of water in a cubic centimetre. I am getting a short sensational article on the Size of Atoms ready for Nature*, Dr King acting as amanuensis. He and Elizabeth came here about three weeks ago, for his sake, as he had been very poorly. They are in lodgings, but we see a good deal of them, and are doing all we can to help Elizabeth to keep Dr King's mind off wearing thoughts.
He proposed himself taking down this article for me as a mental relief for himself. He came two evenings ago when we made a beginning, and he is coming again to-night.
Your affectionate brother,
W. THOMSON.
P.S. If you see him (Dr Andrews) thank him for the copy of his paper which he sent me. I am very glad indeed that it is now out. It will make an era in science.
P.S. The LL.D.f is owing originally to Blackburn. Rankine made a very good and appreciative speech in proposing or seconding and Dr Rainy spoke very warmly."
About this time an exhibition of mechanical and useful arts for working men was got up in Belfast. It is worth recording, as it was one of the first movements of the kind started for the benefit of working men in this country. Prof. Thomson exhibited
* See Lord Kelvin's Math, and Phys. Papers, Vol. v. p. 289;  or Nature, Vol. i. pp. 551—553.
t Degree conferred on James Thomson by the University of Glasgow.